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It takes all the combined 13,200 hp of class 44’s 44-031, 44-091, 44-049 and 44-120 to lift 50 loaded wagons of chrome ore out of the Lakenspruit valley from Gesukkel to Belfast on Friday 20 October 2017. The line generally climbs in the loaded direction from 
Steelpoort at 829m to Belfast at 1971m with peaks and valleys in between. Photo: P A Stow

Class 44’s 44-221, 44-078, 44-089 and 44-101 snake gingerly northbound through the sharp s-bends between Dullstroom and Nederhorst with a mixed load of 75 empty type CAR, CFR and CMR wagons bound for Steelpoort on Thursday 12 September 2019. 
Nederhorst is the highest halt on the line and, in fact, the highest on any line in South Africa at an altitude of 2097m. Photo: B M Stow

The line from Belfast to Lydenburg was opened on 29 April 1910, with the extension to Steelpoort completed on 10 September 1924. This 222km line has all the characteristics of a branch line with sharp curves, steep gradients and a minimum of earthworks. However, 
the operation now is anything but branch line, with long, heavy trains of chrome and ferro-chrome ore hauled by the latest main line Class 44 diesel electric locomotives. Station, siding and halt names like Gesukkel (translated “Struggled”), Steilte (“Steep Incline”), 

Bultkop (“Hilltop”), Bergpunt (“Mountain Top”), Voetpad (“Footpath”), Driesprong (“Triple Jump”) and Long Tom hint of a battle, a geographical landmark or an operational difficulty for man and machine to move traffic across this mountainous countryside.

MARCH 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
12 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
13 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
14 29 30 31

DECEMBER 2019 
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

49 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
50 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
51 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
52 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
01 29 30 31

APRIL 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

14 1 2 3 4
15 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
16 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
17 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
18 26 27 28 29 30

JANUARY 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

01 1 2 3 4
02 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
03 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
04 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
05 26 27 28 29 30 31

MAY 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

18 1 2
19 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
20 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
21 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
22 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

FEBRUARY 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

05 1
06 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
07 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
08 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
09 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

JUNE 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

23 1 2 3 4 5 6
24 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
25 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
26 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

49 1 2 3 4 5
50 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
51 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
52 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
53 27 28 29 30 31

JANUARY 2021
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1 2
01 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
02 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
03 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
04 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

JULY 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

27 1 2 3 4
28 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
29 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
30 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
31 26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

31 1
32 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
33 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
34 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
35 23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

SEPTEMBER 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

36 1 2 3 4 5
37 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
38 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
39 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
40 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

40 1 2 3
41 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
42 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
43 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
44 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER 2020
Wk Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

45 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
46 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
47 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
48 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
49 29 30

SCHOOL TERMS 
2020

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
2020

Term 1: 15 January - 20 March
Term 2: 31 March - 12 June

Term 3: 07 July - 18 September
Term 4: 29 September - 02 December

01 Jan		 New Year’s Day
21 Mar	 Human Rights Day
10 Apr 	  Good Friday
13 Apr	 Family Day
27 Apr	 Freedom Day
01 May	 Workers’ Day
16 Jun	 Youth Day

09 Aug National Women’s Day
10 Aug	 Public Holiday 
24 Sept	 Heritage Day
16 Dec     Day of Reconciliation
25 Dec	 Christmas Day
26 Dec	 Day of Goodwill

All nine provinces have the same school calendar for 2020
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